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merica is a democracy - born in 1776 by a 
nation rejecting the rule of the British mon-

arch George III. Therefore it is somewhat ironic that 
Queen Elizabeth II creates such excitement any time 
she visits the United States. Americans look beyond 
the circumstances that caused separation from the 
Mother Country over 230 years ago, enthusiastically 
welcoming Her Majesty as a member of the British 
royal family and as the head of state for a country 
held in highest affection by many American citizens 
– Great Britain. 

     Yet there is more to this warm greeting than meets 
the eye, for she also represents the English anteced-
ents of the American political system - democracy, 
rule of law, constitutionalism and representative gov-
ernment, free enterprise and entrepreneurialism, and 
the acceptance of diverse cultures - English practices 
and institutions that took root in Virginia in 1607 and 
continue to be planted and nurtured around the world. 

     In her three state visits to Virginia over the past 55 
years – in addition to two visits in other parts of the 
United States - she has celebrated those very demo-
cratic values, reminding us not only of her homeland, 
but also who we are, and how far both Britain and the 
United States have come in their friendship.

   Queen Elizabeth II will celebrate the 60th anniver-
sary of her role as Queen of England. The American 
and British people have shared a special relationship 
between our two countries. This book intends to cele-
brate our relationship, and honor Queen Elizabeth for 
her role and contribution to a friendship recognized 
throughout the world.
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